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15 Educational Technology Tools for Early Childhood and Public Education
1. Edpuzzle
Edpuzzle is a video learning tool that allows teachers to turn videos into interactive lessons and quizzes. Teachers can pause videos to ask questions, check understanding, and track student progress. During my time working in a virtual speech program, I noticed students were usually much more engaged when videos and interactive questions were involved because it helped hold their attention longer than traditional worksheets or drills. It helps keep their attention longer while also checking comprehension and communication skills. I would use Edpuzzle for social skills videos, speech comprehension activities, and review lessons because it makes learning feel more interactive instead of just watching a video.
2. MagicSchool AI
MagicSchool AI is an artificial intelligence tool designed specifically for teachers. It can help create lesson plans, rubrics, accommodations, behavior supports, and classroom activities much faster. Working in a virtual speech program showed me really quickly how important it is to have tools that save time while still allowing lessons to be individualized because every student communicates and learns differently. I would use MagicSchool AI to help create modified activities, communication supports, and ideas for students with different speech and developmental needs. It would also help with organization and planning when working with multiple students at different levels.
3. Kahoot!
Kahoot! is a game-based learning platform that allows teachers to create quizzes students can answer on devices. Students usually enjoy the competitive game format, which makes learning feel less stressful and more fun. In virtual speech sessions, I noticed students were way more willing to participate when activities felt like games instead of formal work, especially students who normally struggled staying focused. I would use Kahoot! for speech review games, vocabulary practice, social skills activities, and comprehension checks. It works well because students stay engaged while teachers can still monitor understanding.
4. Wordwall
Wordwall is an interactive tool that allows teachers to create matching games, quizzes, word activities, and classroom review games. I like that activities can be customized for different ages and learning levels. One thing I noticed while working virtually with younger students is that interactive visuals and games helped keep their attention much longer, especially for students with ADHD, autism, speech delays, or behavioral challenges. I would use Wordwall for articulation practice, vocabulary, emotional regulation activities, and social skills because many students learn better through visuals and repetition.
5. Boom Learning
Boom Learning is an online learning platform with interactive task cards and activities students complete digitally. Teachers can track student accuracy and progress automatically while students work independently. I personally saw Boom cards used a lot during virtual speech because they were easy for students to use independently and the visuals kept them from getting bored as quickly during online sessions. I would use Boom Learning for speech sounds, matching activities, comprehension tasks, and independent practice because it gives immediate feedback and helps students stay motivated.
6. Canva for Education
Canva for Education is a design tool teachers can use to create presentations, classroom visuals, schedules, worksheets, and posters. Working with younger students in virtual speech made me realize how important visuals really are because many students understood routines, emotions, and communication skills much better when they could actually see them. I would use Canva to create visual schedules, social stories, speech visuals, and behavior charts because many students respond better to colorful and organized visuals instead of plain worksheets.
7. MindMeister
MindMeister is a mind mapping and brainstorming tool that helps organize ideas visually. Teachers and students can create webs and charts to connect information and ideas together. In both virtual speech and special education settings, I noticed students often became less overwhelmed when information was broken down visually instead of giving too many directions at once. I would use MindMeister for social skills lessons, emotional regulation charts, brainstorming activities, and communication practice because visual supports often help students stay focused and organized.
8. NotebookLM
NotebookLM is an AI research and note-taking tool that helps organize information from articles, notes, and resources. It can summarize information and help generate ideas based on uploaded documents. During virtual speech, organization became really important because every student had different speech goals, learning levels, and attention spans, so lessons needed to stay flexible and easy to adjust quickly. I would use NotebookLM mostly as a teacher tool to organize lesson ideas, simplify information, and help create materials that are easier for students to understand.
9. STAR Assessments
Edpuzzle is a video learning tool that allows teachers to turn videos into interactive lessons and quizzes. Teachers can pause videos to ask questions, check understanding, and track student progress. I think this would be really useful in both general education and special education classrooms because students are already interested in videos, so it helps keep them engaged longer. I would use Edpuzzle for review lessons, social skills videos, or speech and comprehension activities.
2. MagicSchool AI
MagicSchool AI is an artificial intelligence tool designed specifically for teachers. It can help create lesson plans, rubrics, accommodations, behavior supports, and classroom activities much faster. I would use this tool mostly for planning and organization because it saves teachers time while still allowing lessons to be individualized for students. In special education classrooms especially, it could help quickly create modified work and supports for students with different needs.
3. Kahoot!
Kahoot! is a game-based learning platform that allows teachers to create quizzes students can answer on devices. Students usually enjoy the competitive game format, which makes learning feel less stressful and more fun. I would use Kahoot! for review games, quick assessments, and classroom participation activities. This tool works really well because students stay engaged while teachers can still check for understanding.
4. Wordwall
Wordwall is an interactive tool that allows teachers to create matching games, quizzes, word activities, and classroom review games. I like that activities can be customized for different ages and learning levels. In an early childhood or special education classroom, I would use Wordwall for letter recognition, social skills practice, vocabulary, and emotional regulation activities because many students learn better through visuals and interactive games.
5. Boom Learning
Boom Learning is an online learning platform with interactive task cards and activities students complete digitally. Teachers can track student accuracy and progress automatically while students work independently. I would use Boom Learning for speech activities, matching tasks, math practice, and independent learning centers. I think it works really well for students with developmental delays because it provides immediate feedback and keeps activities visually engaging.
6. Canva for Education
Canva for Education is a design tool teachers can use to create presentations, classroom visuals, schedules, worksheets, and posters. I would use Canva to create visual schedules, social stories, behavior charts, and classroom materials that are easier for visual learners to understand. I also like that it allows teachers to make things look more organized and engaging instead of plain worksheets.
7. MindMeister
MindMeister is a mind mapping and brainstorming tool that helps organize ideas visually. Teachers and students can create webs and charts to connect information and ideas together. I would use this in the classroom for social skills lessons, brainstorming activities, emotional regulation charts, and classroom routines. This tool would be especially helpful for students with ADHD or learning disabilities because visual organization can make information easier to understand.
8. NotebookLM
NotebookLM is an AI research and note-taking tool that helps organize information from articles, notes, and resources. It can summarize information and help generate ideas based on uploaded documents. I would mostly use this tool as a teacher tool for lesson planning, research, and organizing information. It would help save time while also helping teachers simplify information for students when needed.
9. STAR Assessments
STAR Assessments are online reading and math assessments used to measure student progress and academic growth. Teachers can use the results to identify strengths, weaknesses, and learning gaps. I would use STAR Assessments to help monitor student progress over time and adjust instruction based on student needs. In special education classrooms, these assessments can help identify areas where students may need extra support.
10. Seesaw
Seesaw is a digital portfolio and communication platform that allows students to share work with teachers and families. Teachers can upload pictures, videos, voice recordings, and assignments to track student progress. I would use Seesaw to communicate with families and document student growth throughout the year. This tool works especially well for younger students because they can respond using pictures and recordings instead of only writing.
11. Prodigy
Prodigy is a game-based math learning platform where students answer math questions while playing an adventure game. Teachers can track student progress and skill development while students stay engaged through gameplay. I would use Prodigy for math centers, review activities, and individualized learning because students often stay motivated longer when learning feels like a game.
12. Google Forms
Google Forms is an online tool teachers can use to create quizzes, surveys, exit tickets, and classroom assessments. One thing I like about Google Forms is that it automatically organizes student responses and data. I would use this tool for quick assessments, classroom feedback, and simple progress checks. It also makes grading and organization easier for teachers.
13. ABCmouse
ABCmouse is an educational learning platform designed mainly for younger children. It includes reading, math, science, and art activities using games, songs, and animations. I would use ABCmouse in early childhood classrooms for learning centers or independent practice because it keeps younger students engaged while building foundational skills. The colorful visuals and interactive activities work really well for preschool-aged students.
14. Socrative
Socrative is a classroom assessment tool teachers can use for quizzes, polls, and quick comprehension checks. Students can answer questions in real time while teachers immediately see results and participation. I would use Socrative for classroom review activities, exit tickets, and checking student understanding during lessons. I like that it provides fast feedback while keeping students involved.
15. Zoom
Zoom is a video conferencing platform used for virtual meetings, online learning, and communication. Teachers can use Zoom for virtual instruction, parent meetings, speech services, or collaboration with other staff members. I would use Zoom mostly for communication and virtual support services when students or families cannot attend in person. It became especially important during virtual learning because it helped schools continue instruction and maintain communication.

	
	
	



